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Introduction

About This Guide

This guide covers most aspects of designing a store with Actinic Developer. In particular, it
will look at using the HTML templates that are used to lay out the online store pages. This
guide does not, however, cover adding store content and processing orders. If you need
information about these areas, please see the ‘Getting Started with Actinic Catalog and
Actinic Business” document, which is available to download from

http:/ /www.actinicdownloads.com/.

From the point of view of adding store content and processing orders, Actinic Developer
is identical to Actinic Business.

Actinic Developer will allow you to create as many Actinic sites as you want within the
application. For each Actinic site you need to deploy to a customer's premises, you will
need to purchase a license of either Business, Catalog or Order Manager for the customer;
depending on how much functionality you want to make available to your customer. The
following table shows what key feature areas are available with each Actinic solution.

---B 1ild--- -—--—--—---Deploy--—---—--- -

Den :loper Bt siness ( atalog O1 ler Man
Product Management Y Y Y -
Web Page Management Y Y Y -
Customer Accounts Y Y - -
Order Management Y Y Y Y
Integration with Actinic Link Y Y - -
Basic Design Tools Y Y Y -
Advanced Design Tools Y - - -
Multiple site creation Y - - -

Please note that although Actinic Developer has the same basic functionality as Actinic
Business, if you are creating a site that is designed to be run in Actinic Catalog then you
need to avoid using the following Business-only features:

¢ Customer Accounts
¢ Price Schedules

*  External Linking
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* Integration with Actinic Link

* Advanced Custom Property-based Searching

Conventions

In this guide the following conventions will be used:

Keyboard commands will be shown in square brackets: [Enter], [Ctrl+X].

Buttons/tabs/menu options in the program will be shown in single quotes: 'OK,
'Cancel, 'Checkout'.

Successive directions will be separated by a vertical bar: For instance, clicking on the
'View' menu, then selecting 'Business Settings' and then selecting the 'Tax' tab is shown
as: 'View | Business Settings | Tax'.

'Catalogue' is used within this guide as the generic name for your shop.

Wherever you see two numbers in brackets separated by a comma - e.g. (-1, 2173) -
that is a reference to a prompt in 'Design | Text'. To use these values, click the 'Go to'
button in 'Design | Text' and enter the first value into the 'Phase’ field and the second
value into the 'ID' field.

Other Starter Guides

Starter Guides for other Actinic products are available to download from
http:/ /www.actinicdownloads.com/.
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Installation

To install the software onto your PC:

1. Place the Actinic Developer CD in your CD drive.

2. It should automatically run. If it does not, you will need to:
*  Click the 'Start' button in Windows taskbar and go to 'Run'
*  Click 'Browse' and then go to 'D:' (where D: is your CD drive)
*  Select 'setup.exe' and double click

This will start the first of the 'Installation Wizards' that will guide you through the short
set-up process. It is possible to achieve a perfectly satisfactory installation by simply
accepting all the default settings suggested to you by the Wizards. Click 'Next' to take you
from screen to screen, click 'Back' to take you to the previous screen and click 'Cancel' to
abort the installation process.

Note: Remember that this process will install Actinic on your computer. It will not install
anything on the web site.

It is a good idea to keep a safe record of your authorisation key supplied with the software
and the version details which you find in 'Help | About..' in your Menu Bar.

Upgrading from Previous Versions - the Site Upgrader

If you are upgrading from a previous version of Actinic, then you will see the 'Site
Upgrader'. The Site Upgrader will look at your existing templates and compare them to the
templates in the latest version of Actinic Ecommerce. It will then recommend changes to
make to the template and ask you to confirm that you want the changes made. Once you
confirm the changes, the template will be upgraded to the latest version.
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)3 Sitel.asu:1 - Actinic Site Upgrader - |E||1|
File Edit Yiew Help

|2E &%

Statusl Templake | Diescripkion | Condition :I
&  Act_Footer.html The page footer template Templates merged -
2 =N bkl The prir ge name Tem ed
# DigestPerlMDS.pr Templates merged
L

ExportTitles.ini Templates merge_dILI
| »

|9 OIC| 2 BB LK

J| Upgrade | [ Diff Options |~ Colors: [Standard Test] - |UserModﬁ|v [ Mew Theme |+ [ Deleted |+ [ HewUser |
a| s HTHE a
o
{l—— Primary HTML begin ——: ¢l—— Primary HTHML begin ——:
<html> <html>
<hesad > <head >

HETOUOTEVAR - PACETITTIE

it <t

itle: itles
HETQUOTEVAR: PAGETITLE HETQUOTEVZ HETQUOTEVAR: PAGETITLE NETQUOTEVAR: PAGEHEADER
st
HETOUOTEVAR - HEADERMET.

<Stitles < titles

META MAME="ACTINICTITIE" CONTEHT="HETOUOTEY

<Actinic:BASEHREF VALUE="NETQUOTEVZ <hctinic: BASEHREF VALUE="NETQUOTEVAR: BASEHREF".~
META HTTE_EONIV="Cont ant—Tuns" nt s

mt=

<meta name="ACTINICTITLE" content=" ¢meta name="ACTINICTITLE" content=" HETQUOTEVAR:
<meta http—eguiv="Content-Type" <meta http—eguiv="Content-Type" content="tex
HETQUOTEVAR : HEADERMET A HETQUOTEVAR : HEADERMETA
HETQUOTEVAR : LOADFUHCTION HETQUOTEVAR : LOADFUNCTION
NETQUOTEVAR : SUEHITFURCTION HETQUOTEVAR: SUBMITFUHRCTION
AR N
=l | eonv METAMATEVAR - BRTHACE HETOTNTEW AR - (HT OAT HE —
| | _>l_I a i _>l_I
Upgraded Site Template Act_Primary.html — Line 105, Column 1
For Help, press F1 4

For more information about how to use the 'Site Upgrader', go to 'Help | Help Topics' in
Actinic Ecommerce, and then look at the 'Contents' tab. Towards the bottom is an entry for
'Site Upgrader'

Your 'Site1’ Directory

All the files specific to your initial ecommerce store, including the Actinic ecommerce
database - ActinicCatalog.mdb - are contained within the 'Sitel' directory. You can locate
your Sitel folder by going to 'C:\ Program Files\ Actinic ecommerce v6\Sites\Sitel'.

Note: All your shipping and handling details are contained in a database called
SimpleShipping.mdb within the 'ShipControl' folder in 'Sitel'.

The 'Sitel' directory is your working directory, and is the ideal place to save any files you
create and wish to use. It is quite a good idea to put a shortcut to 'Sitel' (and to any other
site folders you create) on your Desktop.
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Getting Help

Actinic Developer comes with lots of ways to get help should you need it.
Help Topics

Actinic's Main Help contains pages of in-depth information on all areas of the application,
together with appropriate links to additional information in other chapters. To access the

Help Topics, click the 22 button on the Menu bar, go to 'Help | Help Topics' or press [F1]
to see the following screen:

Help Topics: Catalog Help ﬂll

Contents | Indes | Find |

Click a topic, and then click Display. Or click another tab, such as Index.

% Crverview -
@ Cetting Started
@ Marvigator
Q Setting up your web site
m Starting to build your catalog
@ Overview ...
@ “iewing your catalog structure...
QZI Previeswving your catalog...
Presy our catalog
@ Drag and drop...
@ Deleting and Purging from the catalog...
@ Choosing & Theme & Colar scheme...
@ Maming your catalog...
@ Update web site...

Q Refresh wehb site... ;I
Dizplay I Print.... | Cancel |

You have the choice of searching by Chapter (‘Contents'), by paragraph heading ('Index')
or by key word ('Find").

Context Sensitive Help

For a brief description of a button/box or field, click on the question mark [2] on the tool
bar and then click on the field that you need to know about.
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Other Help Sources

Advanced User Guide

The Advanced User Guide is a collection of hints, tips and techniques to help you build
your store. It is available to download from the Actinic web site

http:/ /www.actinic.co.uk/. It is updated regularly so it is worth checking back every two
or three months for the latest version with the latest fixes.

The Actinic Forums

The Actinic Forums are email-based newsgroups made up of existing Actinic users. When
you email questions to the groups you will normally receive a prompt response. Ensure,
however, that your questions contain as much relevant detail as possible. You can register
for the forums at http:/ /forums.actinic.com/.

Designing with Actinic Developer 11



Settings That Will Affect Design

Choosing a Theme

Even if you are doing your own custom design for an Actinic store, you need to start with
a theme. The best one to start with is called 'BusinessCSS', which you will find in 'Design |
Themes | Specific Designs'. This is a 'vanilla' theme that has very little customisation built
in. Alternatively, pick one of the 'Clean Layouts', ensuring that you select one that already
lays out key store objects in roughly the configuration you want.

Specific Designs [non C55) | Custom Themes |
Specific Designs Clean Lapouts

Layoutd1
Layout02
Layoutd3
Layout0d
Lapout05
Layoutds 1 - (blank)
Layoutl? 2 - Search
Lapout0a
Layoutd9

3 - Grey Nav Buttons
Layout10 Cart Content

| augut] 1 4 - Section List
Layoutl 3
Layoutld

Lpply I Cancel

'Design | Text' area

The 'Design | Text' area contains all the text prompts that are shown to your customers
online, as well as all the text prompts that are used the reports. Many of these text prompts
contain basic HTML formatting that will affect the layout of the store. If you have located a
fragment of HTML that you cannot identify as being part of any of the templates, then the
likelihood is that it will be found in 'Design | Text'.
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iwieh Site  W/eh Site [cont) |Web [Shipping] | Catalog Reparts I Order Pracessing Reports | Sales Reports I
Invoice Address | Delivery Address I Shipping and Taxl Payment Details | General Infurmaliunl Haceipll
Festare Default | Eestore All Defaults | I~ Show &l
Drefault ‘ Show ‘ Required |F’r0mpt | -
Inwnice Address invoice Address :
Salutation [Mr/Msletc.): ] Salutation [Mrdslete. )
Mame/Cardholder: [v] Mame/Cardhalder:
Job Title: ] Job Title:
Compary: ] Company:
Address Line 1: [¥] Address Line 1:
Address Line 2: [v] (| Address Line 2
Ciky/ T awar: [v] City/ T owry
County/State/Province: [¥] (| County/State/Province:
Post Code/Zip Code: [v] Past Code/Zip Code:
Country [¥] (| Counny:
Phone Number: [v] Phone Mumber. |
Fax Mumber; ] Fan Mumber:
Email &ddress [¥] Email Address:
Maving Within One Month: ] toving Within One Month:
User Definable ] User Definable
Ocrasionally e share oo addess list wit ] Oecasionalluwe share ouc address Lst it LI
Irvoice Address |
I
Goto | [Phase: -1 1D: 147) I Search | et
Ok I Cancel | Apply | Help |

You can browse through the tabs in 'Design | Text' or do a search by entering a value in
the 'Search' field and clicking 'Search'. Most of the HTML can be found within the 'Web site

| HTML' tab.

Note: wherever you see ' %s' or '%d' that is a variable representing a text string. It will be
automatically populated as the pages are generated by Actinic, or as the pages are displayed to the

customers online.

Design Options

The 'Design Options' area contains a lot of database settings that will have an affect on the

appearance of your store.

Designing with Actinic Developer
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Site Defaults - Shop Defaults IMisceHaneousl Brochure | Sections | Mavigation | Lavouts |
Corporate Logo: Ilngn1 aif Browse. I
Drefault Product Image: Iinwsibleﬁimage aif Brawse... I
Default Section Image: |sestion_image. i Erowse... |
Page Header/Footer
’VH eader: I Footer: I |
 Shopping M od;
" Quantity on Product Page @ Quantity on Confimation Page 1~ Quantity in Shopping Cart
™| Single Add to Cart Bution Per Fage Bounce page delay: 5 second
“Add to Cart” Button: € Texst: IAdd ToCart * |mage: addtocart. gif Browse... I
Single Button: o+ Teut: IAdd Selection To Cat ' |mage: Broviee... I
Extended Info
’VExlendsd Info Button: €+ Test: IMUre. " Image: Brawse... I ‘
i~ Default Price Text
Praduct Price Description: IPlice' LCart Table Price Column Header: IPF!IEE
Shopping Cart Price Description: IPlice: Receipt Currency Label: IPrices in%s
oK I Cancel | Apply I Help |

The following table describes each tab and what the tab controls:

Name

Description

Key Contents

Site Defaults

Appearance settings that will
affect all your brochure and
store pages.

Background colours/images, global custom
property values and details

Shop Defaults Appearance settings that will | Corporate logo image, default product and
only affect your store pages. | section link images, default shopping mode
settings, default way prices are described
Miscellaneous A further collection of store- | Tax inclusive/exclusive pricing, displaying prices
specific settings. in a second currency, home page icon link, terms
and conditions page location
Brochure Display settings specific to Brochure pages corporate logo, default brochure
your brochure pages overall layourt template, control over brochure
link to store pages
Sections Control over placement of Presence/ placement of parent section links,
section navigation links presence/ placement of standard list of section
links, presence/placement of list of top-level
section links, presence of site-map
Navigation Control over content of store | Description and image files for icons in store
navigation bar navigation bar
Layouts Default templates for pages, | Default overall layout templates for key store

section links, products and
pop-ups

areas, default section link layout templates,
default product template, default pop-up window
template
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Section Links in Multiple Columns

The main layout-specific area that is controlled within Design Options is the placement of
section links within columns. Within 'Design Options | Sections' you can set the default
number of columns that the section links are laid out in. This can then be overridden at the
section level by double-clicking on a section and going to the 'Layout' tab.
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Understanding Templates

| E— CATALOG
......... INSERTS
<B>Runni ng Shoes</ B> INFORMATION
& BUILDS
................. .'I PAGES
PAGES  \ersersssszzaszzasssastss .
SENT TO Runni ng Shoes

BROWSER

16

The Actinic HTML pages are built from about 40 different templates, each one controlling
the layout of a different area of the online store.

The names of these templates all begin with 'Act_' and they can all be found within the site
directory of your actinic store (this will initially be 'Actinic Ecommerce v6\Sites\ Sitel\ .

The templates work just as if you were doing a mail merge to do a mail out. You would
create a letter template with merge fields in and when the letters are generated, the merge
fields are replaced by the values in your database. When Actinic Developer generates the
HTML, it replaces the variables (NETQUOTEVAR:WHATEVER) with the values in the
database.

NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTNAME

USER
ADDS  Veeressssssssssanssssssssssssssssasssar »l
CODE <B>NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTNANME</ B>
ACTINIC

When you open a template within a visual web editing application such as Macromedia
Dreamweaver, you have to remember that most of the templates are not complete HTML
pages - they are fragments of HTML. Some of them will look like the object they are
representing, whereas some may look (at first) a bit of a jumble. You may find it easier to
look at the HTML code, rather than the visual appearance of the template.

The NETQUOTEV ARs

There are two types of variable within the templates:

* String NETQUOTEVARs - these are NETQUOTEVARs that are replaced by a text
string from the Actinic database. An example is
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NETQUOTEVAR:PRODUCTNAME from Act_ProductLine.html, which will be
replaced by the short description of the product.

*  Object NETQUOTEVARs - these are NETQUOTEVARs that are replaced by an
HTML object, the code for which normally comes from another template, but may
come from some HTML within 'Design | Text'. An example for this is
NETQUOTEVAR:PRODUCTIMAGE from Act_ProductLine.html, which will be
replaced by the product image - the code for which comes from
Act_ProductImage.html.

Help With The Templates

There are many places within the application to help you with the templates.

The Template Manager

Go to 'Advanced | Template Manager' or click the =] button on the toolbar.

Fl“'o nt Page Change View = Back = Close

The Template Manager is designed to guide you to the correct template by displaying a
schematic representation of an Actinic store page. You can move your mouse over this
image and active areas will flash red. When you click on one of these areas it will either
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open the template that controls that area, or else take you to another page with a more in-
depth selection to choose from.

If you prefer, you can change to a dialogue-based Template Manager by clicking on
'Change View'.

Template Manager ﬂll
Miscellansous I Searching I Product Yariants I Brochure I Edl#l
Main | Section I Other Pages I Ordering
Change Yiew |
r— Most Page:

Logo Image
AI Save as theme... |

FErimary |
Sect. Image |
Header

Insert Page

Mav. Item
Frame Hay [tem Mav. Image |

Details
1 T T
Footer | Mouze Over | Powered by |
—Catalog Page
Body Search
Marketing |
Sections and
Products Info. Lines |

WARMING: Changes to templates may cause Actinic
Ecommerce to function incorectly. Please note that Actinic will
nat provide support for any programming changes made.

Some more experienced users find this more useful, as there are generally fewer clicks to
access your required templates.

The other feature that this dialogue-based template manager has is an 'Editor' button. You
can click this button in order to select a template editor other than 'Notepad' to edit your
templates in.

The only other way to access templates via the Actinic Developer user interface is by
clicking the 'Edit' buttons that appear next to the template selection drop-down lists in
Design Options and the dialogues for sections, products, brochure pages and brochure
fragments. This will open the currently selected template in your chosen template editor.

— Product Template:
Default Product Layout: One product per row, image on ef Editl Select... |
Large image on the left

— Extended Product |nformation—{ Mo image, laid out in rows

One product per row, image on left
Default Page Layout: One product per row, image on right Editl Select... |

§ Use Parent
it I HEnRE I

Note: if a template selection drop-down shows 'Use Parent' then this item will use the template
that is selected at the level above it. For brochure pages and fragments, this will be the template
selected in 'Design Options | Brochure'. For top-level sections, this will be set in 'Design Options
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| Layouts'. For sub-sections and for products, the parent template will either be set in the

containing section properties, or within 'Design Options | Layouts'.

The Main Help

The main help is an invaluable source of information about the templates. Go to 'Help |

Help Topics' (or press [F1]) and go to the 'Index'. The first topic listed alphabetically is 'A

Brief Guide to the Key Templates' (which is replicated below) and then you will see an

alphabetical list of all the templates within Actinic.

If you double-click on any of these topics you will bring up a help screen with a short
description of the template, and then a list of all the variables within that template with

what they are, what they do and where the information comes from.

A Brief Guide to the Key Templates

Template

Description

Act_Primary.html

Otherwise known as the ‘overall layout’ template.
Contains the <HEAD> and <FORM> information for
every page. Can also contain all design and navigation
elements that surround the bulk area, and
consequently is responsible for the vast bulk of the
page look and feel.

Actinic allows you to set up a range of these templates
in order to have different pages looking/working
differently.

Ac_BrochurePrimary.html

As above, but for the brochure pages.

Act_ProductLine.html

Lays out the products in the online store. It is possible
to create your own range of Act_ProductLine
templates.

Act_ProductBody.html

Sets up each section page. Edit this to change the
properties of the table in which the products are laid
out.

Act_SectionLine.html

The default template name for the section links. You
can have a range of these just like you can have a range
of Act_ProductLine templates.

Act_CatalogBody.html

Controls the appearance of the first catalogue page.
Add your own HTML to include extra images,
information, promotions etc.

Act_OrderDetails.html

Here you can change the appearance of the screen that
appears when you add a product to the cart.

Act _Order00.html --
Act_Order04.html

Here you can make advanced changes to the checkout
phase such as altering the nature of a form element.

Designing with Actinic Developer
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The Actinic Dreamweaver Integration

The Actinic Dreamweaver Integration currently has one component:

*  Source Inspector - Use this to allow Dreamweaver to show which templates were
used to layout which elements of the store pages

Installation

To install the Actinic extensions, locate the file called “Actinic Assistant.mxp” in an Actinic
Developer installation sub-folder. Typically, this will be

1. C:\Program Files\ Actinic ecommerce
v6\ Extensions\ Dreamweaver\ Actinic_Assistant\ Actinic Assistant.mxp

2. Double-click on the file to run it.

3. After accepting the license terms of using the extensions, you will see the Macromedia
Extensions Manager.

F#Macromedia Extension Manager o ] o3
Fil= Help
& | @ | ; | = | ®
DnJfol Installed E stengions | “Wersion | Type | Authar |
@ Actinic Assistant - Template 1.0.5 Froperty Inspectar 5 C'Wwatking, Actinic
This is @ ah extension for Dreamweaver & Ulradey w34 -

Its purpose iz bo assist Actinic Catalog/Business users to edit Actinic Generated HTML.

The Actinic Assistant Templates Inspector for Dreamweaver iz a Developer Edition tool that allows
Template Mavigation and

debuaging from within a Dreamweaver or Ulradey environment, The extengion installs a property
inspectar that detects

specific Actinic HTHL markup to indicate Actinic template boundaries,

Conceptually, the extension can be thought of a5 a similar tool to the Template Manager, or Template
Mavigatar in the

actinic Catalog/Business product. The advantage of the Dreamweaver tool, is that it allows you to

see instantly which Actinic -

This shows that the Actinic extensions, known as ‘Actinic Assistant’, have been
successfully installed.

The Source Inspector

In order to use the Source Inspector, you first need to uncompact the generated HTML. By
default, Actinic compresses all the HTML code in the generated pages by removing all
blank spaces and HTML comments. However, you will need all these comments in order
for the source inspector to work.
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To uncompact the store HIML, go to 'Design Options | Miscellaneous' in Developer and
uncheck where it says 'Compact HTML/CGI'.

Generation Dption
[V Generate CGI Templates ™ Use Frames in Catalog [~ Suppress Generation \Wamings
[V Generate HIML and Search Files ¥ Compact HTMLACGI V' Use <BR> for Paragraphs

[~ Na Frames in Checkaut

WL far Completed and Aborted Checkout I

Next, you will need to carry out a full preview. To do this, click the button on the
Developer toolbar or go to 'Web | Offline Preview'.

Browse to any store page you are interested in and copy the page address to the clipboard.

Next, in Dreamweaver go to 'File | Open' and paste the address of the page into the
'Filename' field.

open 2| x|
Look in: | 9 LOCAL DISK (] = & &k E-
] Apache [5] [y Music AFInstall.log
|_dBackups CFerl [T AUTOEREC BAT
|_1Documents and Settings [ Program Files ] CONFIG.SYS
|Z31FoUND. 000 [ZdSource0ffsite EFixKIez.cDm
|~ 1FoUND. 001 Cterp Fixklez lag
|2 Fest. 0.t [ wemnT Handiing sal bt
| | i
File name: Irce wELSiteshSite1\PreviewH TR LAP_index html DOpen I
Files of type: IAII Documents [".htm;‘.htm\;‘.shlm;".shtm\;‘.hj Cancel |

2

Throughout the generated page you should see Actinic symbols within a yellow box.

(o4

These tags indicate when a section of a page has been built with a particular template.
Within Dreamweaver, the beginning and end of each template’s inclusion will be marked
with a one of these icons. When you click on one of these icons, the ‘Properties” bar
changes to look like the following:
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Click this button to
edit the currently
selected template

|

The full path to the
template

; i

F'ath:l O:WProgram FilesiAetinic ecommence wiiSites) D Edit | %

Shows whether an

icon marks the ACTINIG
begmnlng or the end Source Template Inspector
of a template’s —

inclusion begln Fllenarne:|ﬁc’tf_8ec‘tionNa\rlmage.l‘ﬂml Templata Help I Regenerate I -
T X
The name of the Click this to bring up / Click this to regenerate
template an HTML page with a preview within
lots of (printable) help Developer

on templates

To use these icons effectively:
1. Locate the icons around a store element that you are interested in changing the look of.

2. Browse through the icons until the 'Filename' field shows the name of a likely looking
template. If you need information about which template does what, refer to the file
launched by the 'Template Help' button (or refer to the main help within Actinic
Developer).

3. Click the 'Edit' button to open that template within Dreamweaver.
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—yiay ey

a File Edit Yiew Insert Modify Text Commands Site Window Help _|ﬁ||1|
Common[LayoutTTextTTablesTFramesTFormsTTemplatesTCharactersTMediaTHeadTScriptTApplication
= - T = =
NDGEEHESe =083
| @) & =) | 52 | e 0, ® | C < 0 &
10 <TD ALIGN="LEFT" WALIGN="TOP">- ;I
11 <4 HREF="NETQUOTEVAR: SECTIONL INE' - dgyuivgyt
1z < /T
13
14 <TD ALIGN="LEFT" VALIGN="MIDDLE™:-
15 <4 HREF="NETQUOTEVAR: 3ECTIONLINE " -<E-NETQUOTEVAR: SECTIONNAMES /B»< /4
16 <hrr<span class="actxsnall">NETQUOTEVAR: SECTIONTEXT< /spar-

17 < /T
« _>l_I
< | .

NETQUOTEVAR:SECTIONINAME
{ NETQUOTEVAR:SECTIONTEXT

NETQUOTEVARNEXT 14 114

P_indexhtml Act_SectionLine.htmIJ

<div> <tablex <tr> <td> €ax EF12131 » |K {1580

 Properties =,
Format INone - I 2 IDeFauIt Fant - I Size INone - IE Eﬂ @
Link INETQUDTEVAH:SECTIDNLINK JE Iargetl - [ jg &

[= :l el Harz | Lt =] ¥ Mo wrap [~ Bl ¥
= f3E]| wven ITOp -] H Header [~ Bg [ B [ -

4. When you have finished making changes, save and close the template.

5. You should now be looking at the previewed store page again, and the 'Properties'
panel should still be displaying the Source Inspector fields.

6. Click the 'Regenerate' button to carry out another preview in Dreamweaver. This will
allow you to preview how the changes in the template will affect the online store.
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Customising the Online Store

Products

24

Products are, naturally, the most important elements of an online store - they are your
money makers.

There are two key templates that affect the layout of your online store:

* Act_ProductBody.html - The template that controls the position of the elements
within a section page

*  Act_ProductLine.html (and other product layout templates) - The templates that
insert the actual products into the store pages.

Act_ProductBody.html

In order to locate Act_ProductBody.html using Actinic icons in Dreamweaver, click on the
Actinic icon just in front of the parent section navigation links (remember that there are no
parent section navigation links on the front page of the store).

41
. 14 Ontine Catalogue 2231 = 300009 Example :
; products 3323 -|

There are various variables in Act_ProductBody.html are useful to know about:

NETQUOTEVAR: Description Templates Used
PARENTSECTIONSTOP / Parent section links Act_ParentSectionsLink.html,
PARENTSECTIONSBOTTOM Act_ParentSectionsThis.html,
Act_ParentSectionsSeparator.html
TOPLEVELSECTIONSTOP / List of store top level | Act_SectionLine.html (or
TOPLEVELSECTIONSBOTTOM | sections alternative section line templates
if available)
TOPSECTIONSEPARATOR / Horizontal rule Act_SectionSeparator.html
BOTTOMSECTIONSEPARATOR separating section
list
SECTIONLISTTOP / List of sub-sections Act_SectionLine.html (or
SECTIONLISTBOTTOM alternative section line templates
if available)
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NETQUOTEVAR: Description Templates Used
PRODUCTBULK Products for this Act_ProductLine.html (or
section alternative product line templates
if available)
SINGLEADD Single add to cart Act_SingleCartButton.html
button

It is NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTBULK that is responsible for inserting products into the page.
The variable is placed within an HTML table, which has a default width of 500 pixels, a
default cell padding value of 10, and, crucially, has three columns.

All the product line layout templates are laid out within this table, and they provide the
content for this table (all the <t r > tags and <t d> tags).

Act_ProductLine.html (and related product line layout templates)

Note for Dreamweaver users: Because the product line layout templates are not complete HTML
pages, and also due to the fact that they contain <t r > and <t d> tags but no <t abl e> tags,

Dreamweaver has problems displaying them in design view.

One way around this is to temporarily add in a <t abl e> tag just below
NETQUOTEVAR: ENDSEPARATOR and add a </ t abl e> tag just above NETQUOTEVAR: NEXT. Just
remember to remove these before you preview!

The key variables within a product line layout template are as follows:

NETQUOTEVAR: Description Source
INCLUDE Separator between Act_ProductSeparator.html
Act_ProductSeparator.html products
ENDSEPARATOR Marks the beginning | None
of a product
PRODUCTNAME Short Description 'Short description' field
PRODUCTREF Product Reference 'Product reference' formatted as
per (-1, 65) in Design Text
PRODUCTIMAGE The product image 'Image' field and
Act_Productlmage.html
EXTINFOLINK Text link for pop-up | 'Link text' field
EXTINFOBUTTON Button for pop-up Act_ExtendedInfoButton(Image).h

tml

BEGINLINK / LINKTEXT /
ENDLINK

Standard product
hyperlink

'File/URL' and 'Information Link
Text' fields.
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NETQUOTEVAR: Description Source
PRICEEXPLANATION Price schedule- 'Customer Message' field (not in
specific message Actinic Catalog)
PRODUCTPRICE The product price 'Price' field and
Act_ProductPrice.html
OTHERINFOPROMPT* Other info prompt 'Other info' field formatted as per
and text field (-1, 2161) in Design Text
DATEPROMPT* Date prompt and 'Date' field formatted as per (-1,
drop-downs 2162) in Design Text
CARTERRORXML* The product page This is dymaically inserted via
error message XML in the online store
PRODUCTQUANTITY* Quantity prompt and | Format from (-1, 2173) in Design
text field Text.
ADDTOCARTBUTTON Cart button Act_CartButton.html,
Act_CartButtonIlmage.html
NEXT The end of a product

* indicates features that are only used when the 'Shopping Mode' is set to 'Quantity on

Product Page'.

In addition to the above, there are several extra variables that can be used within a product

line template that are not part of the standard templates.

NETQUOTEVAR: Description Source

STOCKLEVEL Product stock level | 'Estimated Stock In Hand' field

VARIANTLABELn The label for an Attribute 'HTML for Name' field,
attribute Act_VariantAttributeName.html

VARIANTSELECTOR#n The selector for an | Various templates, depending on

attribute

the type of selector used

VARIANTADDTOCARTBUTTON

Cart button when
above variables
used

Act_CartButton.html,
Act_CartButtonImage.html

IMAGEFILE / IMAGEHEIGHT /| The details of the 'Image' field in product

IMAGEWIDTH product image

INFOTEXT The pop-up Extended Information "Text' field
window text

INFOIMAGE / The pop-up Extended Information 'Image'

INFOIMAGEHEIGHT / window image field

INFOIMAGEWIDTH

details

Note: 7 is a whole number between one and twenty.
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What follows is a number of different techniques for manipulating product templates.
They all involve editing the HTML code of the templates (rather than editing them
visually).

Note: Remember that there are three places to select product templates:
* Design Options | Layouts - default for all products in the store
* Edit Section | Product - default for all products in the section

* Edit Product | General - specific to selected product

Changing the Appearance of Product Names
1. Locate NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTNAME within the product line template.

2. Change the HTML code surrounding the variable in order to change the appearance of
the product names.
For instance, in order to make product names smaller, change:
<span cl ass="actr egul ar" ><b>NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTNAME</ b></ span>

to read:
<span cl ass="act smal | "><b>NETQUOTEVAR PRODUCTNAME</ b></ span>

|<span class ="l

A b= NETOUOTEVAR : PRODUCTNAMES fh=< fapats< fa |

3. Save and close the template and preview the store to see the result.

This calcu a!or features two-way power - using both

batteries and solar power.

Price: £10.00 Including ¥AT at 17.5%

Showing Stock Levels Online

NETQUOTEVAR: STOCKLEVEL will include the stock level of the current product into the
HTML. In order to use it, enter code similar to the following into the product line template:

We have <b>NETQUOTEVAR: STOCKLEVEL</ b> avai |l abl e.
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Calculator
This calculator features two-way power - using both

Dt Sla k@i v 2.
(We have 42 available.)

Price: £10.00 Including VAT at 17.5%

Including Alternative Product Images

The variables NETQUOTEVAR: | NFO MAGE, NETQUOTEVAR: | NFO MAGEHEI GHT and
NETQUOTEVAR: | NFO MAGEW DTH are normally used within the extended information pop-
up page templates to include the image into the pop-up window. Even if you are not using
pop-up windows then you can still select an image within the 'Extended Information |
Image' field and then lay out these alternative product images within the main product
line template.

In order to do this, include code similar to the following within your product line layout
template:

<| MG SRC="NETQUOTEVAR: | NFO VAGE" W DTH=NETQUOTEVAR: | NFO MAGEW DTH
HEI GHT=NETQUOTEVAR: | NFO MAGEHEI GHT ALT=" NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTNAME" >

Pair of Men's Walking Boots
Designed for walking and hiking comfort. Oiled
leather uppers for superior weather resistance
and non-slip sole for sure footing.Click here for
larger image. ..

Price: £42.55(Excluding: VAT at 17.5%)

Customising Where Attributes Appear

By default, the choice selection device (e.g. drop-down lists, radio buttons etc.) appears
below the attribute name all in one group. The variable NETQUOTEVAR: ADDTOCARTBUTTON
will always insert the attributes and choices just above the cart button, one underneath the
other. In order to creak away from this layout, you will need to do the following;:

Replace:
NETQUOTEVAR: ADDTOCARTBUTTON
with
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NETQUOTEVAR: VARI ANTADDTOCARTBUTTON
This will stop the attributes from always appearing just above the 'add to cart' button.

You can then insert the attribute labels and selectors individually into the design with the
variables NETQUOTEVAR: VARI ANTLABELNn and NETQUOTEVAR: VARI ANTSELECTORn (where 7 is
a whole number between 1 and 20). The way you use these is to insert a label and selector
NETQUOTEVAR pair with the number 1 (instead of n) for the first attribute, then a
NETQUOTEVAR pair with the number 2 for the second and so on.

For example, the following HTML will lay out three attributes next to each other within a
table:

<tabl e w dt h="100% border="0" cellspaci ng="0" cel | paddi ng="0">
<tr>
<t d>NETQUOTEVAR: VARI ANTLABEL 1</t d>
<t d>NETQUOTEVAR: VARI ANTLABEL2</t d>
<t d>NETQUOTEVAR: VARI ANTLABEL3</t d>
</tr>
<tr>
<t d>NETQUOTEVAR: VARI ANTSELECTOR1</t d>
<t d>NETQUOTEVAR: VARI ANTSELECTOR2</ t d>
<t d>NETQUOTEVAR: VARI ANTSELECTOR3</t d>
</tr>
</t abl e>

Set of Fragranced Candles
Set of three candles to fragrance your home,
Choose Size:  Fragrance Colour

ISmaII j |Citrone|la j

Price: £6.81(Excluding: ¥AT at 17.5%0)

Add to Cart

Using a Graphic as a Product Separator

The template Act_ProductSeparator.html is used to insert a table row containing a
horizontal rule between each product. The following HTML inserts the horizontal line:

<HR SI ZE="1" AL| G\N="CENTER'" W DTH="100% >

You can use the default coloured background graphics that come with the 'Clean Layout'
themes to replace these with an image. For instance:

<ing src="pal ette3bg.gi f" w dth="480" height="3" alt="horizontal |ine">
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Diary Inserts for Next Year
Set of inserts

Price: £3.00(Excluding: VAT at 17.504)

Add to Cart

Note: the '480' width comes from the product table being 500 pixels, and cell padding being 10
pixels (at either edge of the table).

Laying Out Product Information in Very Compact Rows

So far, we have not talked about changing the configuration of the actual product cells
within the tables. Enter the following code into a new Notepad file and save it as
'Act_ProductLineCompact.html'". It will lay out each product within a very compact
individual row:

NETQUOTEVAR: ENDSEPARATOR

<tr>
<t d>
<tabl e w dt h="100% border="0" cellspaci ng="0" cel | paddi ng="0">
<tr>
<td w dt h="250">NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTNAME</ t d>
<td align="right" w dth="100">NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTPRI CE</t d>
<td align="right">NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTQUANTI TY</t d>
<td align="right">NETQUOTEVAR ADDTOCARTBUTTON</t d>
</tr>
</t abl e>
</td>
</tr>

NETQUOTEVAR: NEXT
There are a few changes you will need to make to other templates to get this to work well:

1. Act_ProductBody.html - Change cel | paddi ng="10" to cel | paddi ng="5" in the
main product table.

2. Act_ProductPrice.html - Remove the <br > at the beginning of the code and insert a
<br > just before NETQUOTEVAR: TAXVESSAGE.

3. Act_CartButton.html - Remove the <p> from the start of the template and the </ p>
from the end of the template.

Next, in 'Design | Text"

1. Goto (-1, 2173) and replace the first % with <! -- % -->. This will remove the
'Quantity' word from next to the quantity field.
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2. Goto (-1,219) and replace ' I ncluding %' with 'Inc. VAT .This assumes you are
showing tax inclusive pricing and your tax is called VAT.

COST

Subtatal

Tatal

Shopping Cart

[Including ¥&T] ]

Paurnent Qi & eeonnt vI
s

C

You can now select this template for any section where you want the products to be laid
out within a compact grid. It works best if the 'shopping mode' is set to 'Quantity on
Product Page' (with or without a single add to cart button per page).

Oniine Cataloque > Basic Products

Price: £10.00
Calculator he 1 Add to Cart

Price: £25.00
Bunch of Flowers P 1 Add to Cart

Online Catalogue > Basic Products

Section Links

Section line templates are much simpler than product line templates - they only have three
possible variables: the section name, the section image and the section description.

This exercise will lay out your section links in three columns on the screen, with the text
under the image.

Office Furniture
& great range of high
quality furniture and
accessories for your office,

Open 'Act_SectionLine.html' and change the code there to the following:

<DI V ALI GN=" CENTER" >
<TABLE BORDER="0" CELLSPACI NG="0" CELLPADDI NG="5" W DTH="160">
<TR>
<TD ALI G\N="CENTER' VALI GN="TOP" >
<A HREF="NETQUOTEVAR: SECTI ONLI NK" >NETQUOTEVAR: SECTI ONI MAGE</ A>
</ TD>
</ TR>
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<TR>
<TD ALl G\=" CENTER" VALI G\="M DDLE" >
<A HREF="NETQUOTEVAR: SECTI ONLI NK" >
<B>NETQUOTEVAR: SECTI ONNANMVE</ B></ A><BR>
NETQUOTEVAR: SECTI ONTEXT
</ TD>
</ TR>
</ TABLE>
</ DI V>
NETQUOTEVAR: NEXT

The above code will create a section link of 160 pixels in width that, because of the table's
cell-padding of 5 pixels, will mean you can use thumbnail images of up to 150 pixels in
width with this template.

The next step is to lay out your section links within three columns on the page.

Note: you can lay them out within as many columns as you want, it is just that the above template
is suitable for section links that are laid out in three columns.

In order to set the default number of columns throughout the site, go to 'Design Options |
Sections' and within the 'Default Location and Arrangement of Section Lists' area, set the
'First Row Column Count' and 'Subsequent Row Column Count' to '3'.

Default Location and Arangement of Section List:
List Placement: " Mone 1= Top  Bottom {~ Both

I”" Images Only First Riows Column Court: |3 Subsequent Row Colurn Count: E

Note: If you only want certain sections to have the section links within them laid out in three
columns, then leave the default settings in 'Design Options' as they are and go into specific
sections and check 'Override Default Settings' in the 'Layout' tab. You can then enter a 'First
Row Column Count' and ' Subsequent Row Column Count' for the sub-section links within that
section.

You will also need to create at least two section link layout templates — one for standard section
links and one for section links in three columns. The template you are using for the section link is
selected in the 'Section Layout' field in the 'Layout' tab of a section.

Creating Pages of Product Thumbnails

Based on the technique described above, it is possible to use your new, more compact
section links as product thumbnails and then allow your customers to click on the
appropriate thumbnail to be shown a page of further information and an add to cart
button.

The way you do this is to create a set up a range of new subsections within a section, with
one subsection for each product within that section. The sub-section links will become the
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thumbnails, and you then put the actual products within the subsections. The image below
shows how this will look within Actinic.

| -5 From
|;|...._ %D:’I s =28 Fight Club
Ls] 0}

- Fight Club
ﬁ] Final Destination

[-] Final Destination
) Gladiator ‘ - ) Final Destination
) Happy Gimore =53] cladiatar

~§) The Living Daylights b i) Gladiator

=I-/=| Happy Gilmore

e & Happy Gimare
=[5 The Living Daylights

------ & The Living Daylights
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Managing Overall Layout Templates

The overall layout template(s) in your store are responsible for a vast amount of the look
and feel of your online store. They lay out all the design elements that surround your 'bulk'
area of the page (the area that contains all your products/sections/checkout fields etc). The
name of the default overall store layout template is 'Act_Primary.html' and the name of the
default brochure overall layout template is 'Act_BrochurePrimary.html'.

You can create and use a range of overall layout templates. Specific overall layout
templates can be chosen for the following areas:

*  The default for the entire store - set in 'Design Options | Layouts'
*  The front page of the store - set in 'Design Options | Layouts'

* The checkout pages - set in 'Design Options | Layouts'

*  The customer login page - set in 'Design Options | Layouts'

*  The receipt - set in 'Design Options | Layouts'

* Individual sections - set in the 'Layout' tab of a section

*  Default for the brochure pages - set in 'Design Options | Brochure'

* Individual brochure pages - set in the 'Layout' field of a brochure page

The Bulk

34

The bulk area of an overall layout template is what gets replaced by all the content of a
page. It the most basic level it is a wide area containing the variable NETQUOTEVAR: BULK
(for store pages) or NETQUOTEVAR: BROCHUREBQODY (for brochure pages).

Also, if you are working on a store overall layout template then you will need to move the
following code to the top of the 'black-box' area:

<FORM METHOD=NETQUOTEVAR: CA METHOD ACTI ON=" NETQUOTEVAR: CG URL"
NETQUOTEVAR: ONSUBM T>

<A NAME="t op" ><I NPUT TYPE=H DDEN NAME=RANDOM VALUE="NETQUOTEVAR RANDOM' >
</ A>

NETQUOTEVAR: HI DDENFI ELDS

And this code to the bottom:
</ FORM>
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Note: This code already exists in the templates that come with Actinic Developer so you will just
need to copy them into the correct place in the template.

A good size for a black box area is between 500 and 600 pixels in width. When you see
CUSTOWAR: ACTSTDW DTHin the templates, it is a width variable that is replaced by the
values entered in 'Design Options | Site Defaults'.

Variables That Can Be Used in a Store Layout Template

When you are building and customising your overall layout template, there is a huge
selection of Actinic navigation and content variables that can be used within the templates.

Variable Description Template Used

BULK Main bulk Various

SIMPLESEARCH Simple search bar Act_SimpleSearch.html

LOGOIMAGE Store logo image Act_Logolmage.html

PAGEHEADER Current page name n/a

SECTIONIMAGE Current Section Image | Act_SectionNavImage.html

SECTIONTEXT Current section n/a
description

HEADERTEXT Store header text n/a

HEADERGUIDE Default store header Act_Navigationltem.html
navigation bar

SEPARATORBAR Horizontal Line Act_SectionSeparator.html

FOOTERGUIDE Default store footer Act_NavigationItem.html
navigation bar

FOOTERTEXT Store header text n/a

NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBSEARCH

Search button

Act_Navigationltem.html

NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBCHECKOUT | Checkout button Act_Navigationltem.html
NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBCART Cart button Act_Navigationltem.html
NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBMAIL Email button Act_Navigationltem.html
NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBSITEMAP SiteMap button Act_Navigationltem.html
NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBINFO Info button Act_Navigationltem.html
NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBUP Up button Act_Navigationltem.html
NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBBACK Back button (new) Act_Navigationltem.html
NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBCATALOG Catalog button Act_Navigationltem.html
NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBHOME Home button Act_Navigationltem.html
PARENTSECTIONSTOP Parent section links Act_ParentSectionsLink.html
(top) Act_ParentSectionsThis.html
Act_ParentSectionsSeparator.ht
ml
TOPLEVELSECTIONSTOP List of store top level Act_SectionLine.html (or

sections (top)

alternative section line templates
if available)
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Variable

Description

Template Used

SECTIONLISTTOP List of sub-sections Act_SectionLine.html (or
(top) alternative section line templates
if available)
PRODUCTBULK Products for this Act_ProductLine.html (or
section alternative product line
templates if available)
SECTIONLISTBOTTOM List of sub-sections Act_SectionLine.html (or

(bottom)

alternative section line templates
if available)

TOPLEVELSECTIONSBOTTOM

List of store top level
sections (bottom)

Act_SectionLine.html (or
alternative section line templates
if available)

PARENTSECTIONSBOTTOM

Parent section links
(bottom)

Act_ParentSectionsLink.html
Act_ParentSectionsThis.html
Act_ParentSectionsSeparator.ht
ml

NEXT_SECTION_URL URL for next sibling n/a
section

PREV_SECTION_URL URL for previous n/a
sibling section

NEXT_SECTION_NAME Name for next sibling n/a
section

PREV_SECTION_NAME Name for previous n/a

sibling section

Variables That Can Be Used in a Brochure Layout Template

Variable Description Template Used
PAGETITLE The name of the current n/a
brochure page
BROCHUREBODY The bulk of the brochure pages | Various
BROCHURELOGO The brochure logo image Act_Brochurelmage.html
HEADERGUIDE The brochure navigation bar Act_BrochureNavItem.html,
Act_BrochureDisabledNavItem.html

Customising Overall Layout Templates

These exercises are based on the Actinic 'Clean Layouts' (in 'Design | Themes').

36
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Inserting Parent Section Links into the Overall Layout Template

1.

2
3.
4

5.

Go to 'Design | Themes' and change themes to 'Layout10'.
Open up 'Act_Primary.html' for editing within Dreamweaver.
Locate the HTML table row that contains NETQUOTEVAR: SI MPLESEARCH

At the beginning of that row is a table cell not being used. Enter
NETQUOTEVAR: PARENTSECTI ONSTCP into this cell.

gMacrumedia Dreamweaver MX - [NETQUOTE¥AR:PAGETITLE NETQUOTEVAR:PAGEHEAI - |E||1|

a File Edit Wew Insert Modify Text Commands Site  Window Help 1= x|

Common | Layout [ Text | Tables | Frames | Forms | Templates | Charasters | Media | Head | Seript | Application
WEGEEH e FEE0R|RE

J <] &2 2] |T|t\e: NETQUOTEVAR:PAGETITLE ME 2y i) iE, |

|»

TQUOTEVAR:PARENTSECTIONSTOP

NETQUOTEVARTOPLEVELSECTIONSTO NETQUOTEVARH]DDENFIELDS '_I LE]

: {NETQUOTEVAR LOGINLINE
I I | 11 NETQUOTEV AR HEADERTEXT
| NETQUOTEVAR-EULE
§:1~IETQUOTEVARFOOTERTEXT 7] f
(NETQUOTEVARTORMEND
|
Ret_Frimany hml©

. = Properties

e e | e e e

<body> <tabley <tr> <td> 6715308 » |10K{ 3 zec

I_.mkl o] & Iwe] BEEEE &
:—;[J el Hoz[Deraur o] ¥  mewep— Bl &G
3] ven[oetaur <] B[ Hesder [~ Ba [T B ]

“ ¥ Results

Save the template.

We now need to remove the parent section links from the bulk of the page.

6.
7.

Open Act_ProductBody.html in Dreamweaver.
Edit the HTML code of the page and replace
NETQUOTEVAR: PARENTSECTI ONSTOP

with

<l-- NETQUOTEVAR: PARENTSECTI ONSTOP - ->

and replace
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NETQUOTEVAR: PARENTSECTI ONSBOTTOM
with
<l -- NETQUOTEVAR PARENTSECTI ONSBOTTOM - - >

This will prevent the parent section links from appearing on the main body of the page,
but will still allow them to be used within the overall layout template.

3 My Company Basic Products - Microsoft Internet Explorer|

File Edit ‘ew Faworites Taools Help

A | 7t | Qisearch [l Favarites 03

Address I@ Ci\Program FileshActinic Ecommerce vaiSitesiSite 1 \Previ

Online Store

Onfine Catalogue > Basic Products

Basic Products

Products with a Range
of Options

Products with Optional
Extras

Products Built from
Add-0ns

Select Items from a
List

Only Using Certain Navigation Icons

The variables NETQUOTEVAR: HEADERGUI DE and NETQUOTEVAR: FOOTERGUI DE will insert a
standard Actinic navigation bar in the following order: 'Home', 'Up a level', 'Store Top"',
'Terms and Conditions', 'Search', 'View Cart', 'Checkout', 'Contact Us'. It is, however,
possible to insert only certain navigation buttons in a specific order.

This exercise will remove all navigation buttons except 'Terms and Conditions', 'View Cart'
and 'Checkout'.

1. Open'Act_Primary.html' in Dreamweaver and delete NETQUOTEVAR: FOOTERGUI DE.

2. Inits place, enter the following:
NETQUOTEVAR: NAVBI NFO NETQUOTEVAR: NAVBCART NETQUOTEVAR: NAVBCHECKOUT

3. Save your changes and preview to see the result.
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[ Terms and Conditions ] [ View Cart ] [ Checkout ]

Note: A full list of NETQUOTEVAR:s for individual navigation buttons can be found earlier in
this chapter.

It is also possible to break down a navigation item into its constituent elements. In other
words, there are NETQUOTEVARs available for the link and alt-text for each navigation
item. You can use these within the HTML of an overall layout template to include your
own navigation objects that will link to Actinic online functionality. This is described

below:

Variable Example Purpose

NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBXXXLINK NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBCARTLINK The link for a navigation
NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBINFOLINK icon.

NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBXXXTEXT NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBCARTTEXT The description for a
NETQUOTEVAR:NAVBINFOTEXT navigation icon.

Inserting Custom Navigation Icons

Use the instructions here if you want to create a custom icon that points to a page outside
of Actinic's functionality, or else to a page within your brochure site, and you want it to
'rollover' in the same way as the other icons.

Assuming that:
* 'returnsl.gif' is the name of the normal icon image
* 'returns2.gif' is the name of the highlight icon image
* 'returns_img'is the HTML name for the normal icon image

*  'returns.html' is the name of the file, within the 'acatalog' folder online, that you
want to create a link to

This code will insert an image that rolls over:
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<A HREF="returns. htm " TARCET="_sel f"
onMouseOver =" Swapl mage(' returns_ing, 'returns2.gif')"
onMbuseQut =" Rest or el nage() ">

<img src="returns.gif" name="returns_i ng"
borde; ="0" alt="Go to the returns page">

</ a>

In order to preload the highlight image, which will make it appear more quickly online,
then locate the following code within the <body> tab in Act_Primary.html:

onLoad=" NETQUOTEVAR: ONLOAD"
Change it to read
onLoad="NETQUOTEVAR: ONLQAD; Pr el oadl mages('returns2.gif"')"

Inserting 'Next' and 'Previous' Links

This exercise will insert links to 'sibling' sections in the online store. Sibling sections are
sections that are next to each other in Actinic. The reason you may use this is if you sort all
your products alphabetically within sections called things like 'A-C', 'D-F' etc. and you
wanted to create links to take customers directly to the next (and previous) sections in the
sequence.

Insert the following code within Act_Primary.html (or whatever your overall layout
template is called) just above the main bulk code in the template.

<tabl e w dt h="100% border="0" cell spaci ng="0" cel | paddi ng="0">
<tr>
<td>
<a href ="NETQUOTEVAR: PREV_SECTI ON_URL" >
NETQUOTEVAR: PREV_SECTI ON_NAME
</ a>
</td>
<td align="right">
<a href =" NETQUOTEVAR: NEXT_SECTI ON_URL" >
NETQUOTEVAR: NEXT_SECTI ON_NAME
</ a>
</td>
</tr>
</ tabl e>

This will insert links that look like the following:
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j My Company Products with Optional Extras - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit “ew Favorites Tools Help

Back » = - @ ot | @Saarch (G Favarites @Madia @ ‘ %' =h @ @

Address I@ CHiProgram Filesiactinic Ecommerce ve\Sites Site 1| PreviewHTHL des, hkml

Online Store

i Optional Extra

Online Gatalogue > Product
Products with 3 Range of Options
Basic Products

Products with a Range
of Options

[ Terms and Cgs

Products Built from Add-Ons

Designing with Actinic Developer

41



Dynamic Section Lists

42

Actinic Developer gives you the ability to include dynamic section lists into the store
pages. These section lists are automatically updated when you add new sections into your
store. The section lists are built from a JavaScript array file (*.js) that Actinic will create,
maintain and upload. You then have to include your own JavaScript code into the overall
layout templates for your store that will read the section details within this array and
present the information to your customers.

[IMAGE]

The big advantage of this technology is that any web site anywhere on the internet can
read this JavaScript array file and use the data within it. Therefore, any affiliate site on the
Internet can include a list of the sections in your store that will direct customers straight
through. The content of this section list will never be out of date as Actinic will always
keep the JavaScript file up to date.

You can use one of the following variables within the <HEAD></ HEAD> tags of the overall
template to create the JavaScript array:

*  NETQUOTEVAR: TOPLEVELSECTI ONS_RAW - Will cause the generation of a JavaScript
file called Act_sections.js that contains all the names, URLs, image filenames,
image heights and widths and section IDs of the top-level sections of the online
store. Also creates the HTML in the store to incorporate that file.

In the HTML it becomes:
<SCRI PT LANGUAGE="JavaScript" SRC="Act_sections.js"></SCRl PT>

*  NETQUOTEVAR: SECTI ONTREE_RAW- Will cause the generation of a JavaScript file
called Act_section_tree.js that contains all the names, URLs, image filenames,
image heights and widths and section IDs for every section of the online store.
Also creates the HTML in the store to incorporate that file.

In the HTML it becomes:
<SCRI PT LANGUAGE="JavaScript" SRC="Act_section_tree.]js"></SCRl PT>

There is a third variable you can use - NETQUOTEVAR: CHI LDSECTI ONS_RAW This performs
the same function as the variables already described (creating a JavaScript array containing
the section details) but this variable will be substituted for the information about the sub-
sections within the current section. In other words, the section information it contains will
depend on what section page it is being used within. This placeholder works differently as
it will actually embed the JavaScript array into the page when the pages are generated. It
does not cause the creation of an external JavaScript file.

Designing with Actinic Developer



Creating a Drop-Down List Containing the Top-Level Sections in the
Store

This exercise will insert a drop-down list containing a list of top-level sections into the
HTML of your store. As soon as a customer selects a section, they will jump to it.

1. Paste the following code within the <HEAD></ HEAD> tags of the overall layout
template(s) you are using in your store.

<!--@ct NETQUOTEVAR TOPLEVELSECTI ONS_RAW - - >

This will become the reference to the external JavaScript file 'Act_sections.js'. It will
also trigger the creation of 'Act_sections.js'.

Note: The variable is within special 'Actinic Comments' (standard comments with '@act'
inserted within it). This is to prevent the variable from disrupting the visual rendering of the
page within Dreamweaver.

2. Underneath the variable, enter the following JavaScript (you will find it easier to copy
this from an electronic document such as the Advanced User Guide):

<SCRI PT LANGUAGE="JavaScript" TYPE="text/]avascript">
<l--
/**********************************************************************

*
*

* ACT_DropLi st Box - creates the HTML for the SELECT I|i stbox
*

Rk S S R R R o S O R R R S S Rk S o S R R R b Ok SR SRR S o S S

*/
function ACT_Dropli st Box(ar)

{
var strlDs = '<SELECT SIZE="1" NAME="ACT_dr opl st box"
onChange="i f (opti ons[ sel ect edl ndex] . val ue)
wi ndow. | ocat i on. href =(opti ons[ sel ect edl ndex] . val ue) ">
var sel =" SELECTED'
striDs += "<OPTION ' + sel + ' VALUE="">Sel ect a Section</ OPTI ON>'
for (var i=1;i<=ar.length;i++)

{
if (ar[i].sURL !=null)
striDs += '<OPTION VALUE="' + ar[i].sURL + ' &ACTI Nl C REFERRER=" +
escape(location. href) + '""> + ar[i].sName + '</ OPTI ON>'
}
str| Ds+=' </ SELECT>'

return strlDs

}
/]-->
</ SCRI PT>
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This code will read the information from the JavaScript array and lay it out as a drop-
down list.

3. Enter the following code where you want to insert the drop-down list in the main body
of the page:
<f orm name="Act _SectionDroplist">

<script
| anguage=Javascri pt 1. 1>docurment . wri t e( ACT_Dr opLi st Box(sections))</scrip

2 My Company Products with Optional Extras - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit Wew Favorites Tools Help

- | 7 | Qisearch  [&|Favorites fMedia ¢4 | A S

Address I@ C:\Program Files\Actinic Ecommerce v6l3itesiSiteLiPreviewHTMLP_indesx. html

Online Store

Easic Products Tt= with a Range of Options

Froducts with & Range of Options

Products with Optional Extras

Extras

Products Built from

Notes:

1. If you get spacing problems in the previewed store (i.e. there is unwanted space
either above or below the drop-down list), try moving the <f or n» tags outside the
<t d> tags.

2. If you are including the section list form within the bulk of a page, you will need to
precede the code with the following line:

</ FORM>

and then enter the following lines after the form code:
<FORM METHOD=NETQUOTEVAR: CG METHOD ACTI ON=" NETQUOTEVAR: CG URL" >
<I NPUT TYPE=HI DDEN NAME="SHOP" VALUE="NETQUOTEVAR: SHOP" >

This is to ensure the continuation of the main store page form either side of the
special section drop-down form.

Inserting The Top-Level Section in Large Font, With the Sub-Sections
Listed Underneath

This code will create a section list in the following style:
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First Section

Subsection 1, Subsection 2

Second Section

Sub section 1, Subsection 2, Subsection 3

It only covers a single depth of subsections, but it is an attractive way to display your
sections to your customers.

1. To begin, insert the following code into the <HEAD></ HEAD> section of the overall
layout template(s):

<!--@ct NETQUOTEVAR: SECTI ONTREE_RAW - - >

<SCRI PT LANGUAGE="JavaScript" TYPE="text/javascript">
<l--
function DisplaySections(ar)

{
var stribDs = "'";
for (var i=1;i<=ar.length;i++)

{
if (ar[i].sURL !=null)
stribDs += '"<a href="" + ar[i].sURL + ' &ACTI Nl C REFERRER=" +
escape(l ocation. href) + '"><span class="actregular"> + ar[i].sNanme +
' </ span></ a><br>';
{
if (ar[i].pChild)
for (var j=1;j<=ar[i].pChild.length;]j++)
{
if (j <ar[i].pChild.lIength)
{
striDs += '<a href="" + ar[i].pChild[j].sURL +
" &ACTI NI C_REFERRER=" + escape(l ocation. href) + '"><span
class="actxsmal | "> + ar[i].pChild[j].sNane + '</span></a>, ';
el se
{
striDs += '"<a href="" + ar[i].pChild[j].sURL +

" &ACTI NI C_REFERRER=' + escape(l ocation. href) + '"><span
class="actxsmal | "> + ar[i].pChild[j].sNane + '</span></a> ...';

}
}

strlDs += '<br><br>'

}

return strlDs

}
/]-->
</ SCRI PT>
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Again, it will be much easier to copy and paste the above code from an electronic
document like the Advanced Users Guide.

Then, open Act_CatalogBody.html and replace NETQUOTEVAR PRCDUCTBODY with the
following code :

<script | anguage=Javascriptl.2>
docunent.wite(DisplaySecti ons(sections))
</script>

Note: Removing NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTBODY will mean that you won't be able to display
any products on the front page of your store.
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Custom Properties

'Custom Properties' are data fields you can define in addition to the 'core' fields of 'Short
Description', 'Full Description' etc. An example of a use of this would be a bookshop. You
might want to have an “Author’ value, a ‘Number of Pages’ value and a ‘First Published’
value against each book.

You define them in 'Advanced | Custom Properties' and then supply values for them
within the 'Properties' tab of a product. You can set default custom property values for an
entire section within the 'Properties' tab of a section and you can define default values for
the entire site within 'Design Options | Site Defaults'.

Site Defaults | Shap Defaultsl Miscellaneousl Brochural Sectmnsl Navigationl Layoutsl
Baze Page Mame: |index.htm| Browse. .
Backgiound  Color & Imags Ibackground‘l.gil Browse...
Frame Backamund: & Colar € lmage I Browse. ..
~ Propertie:
+|| Froperty Walue Custam Property Name | Searchable Use as CUSTOMVAR | File N
| fACTSTDWID, | 500 ACTSTDWIDTH O C
P ACTCSSFOM.. |Verdana, Ge.. |ACTCSSFONTRAMILY ] C
-
b
| 2
-
< | 2l
~ Eam Paints and Prizes From the Actinic Referal Scheme
Learn Mare, Join Up or Check F‘ointsl ¥ Enable Fieferral |d: ID Partrer |d: ID
Paversd By Image: IineredByActinic aif Browsze |

ok I Cancel | Apply Help

Creating Custom Pop-Up Windows

This technique will allow people, when they click on a product image, to pop open a new
window containing your own custom page, rather than the Actinic pop-up window.

Note: Don't forget that to get Actinic to create a pop-up window with more information for a

product, you can use the 'Extended Information' tab of a product. This exercise is for creating non-
Actinic pop-ups.
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1. To begin, you must define a function in the HTML headers of each page of the store
that will control the pop-up windows. To do this, open up the overall layout template
and insert the following code somewhere within the <HEAD></ HEAD> tags:

<script |anguage="JavaScript">

function popUp(url) {
wi ndow. open(url, 'neww ndow ,
"wi dt h=620, hei ght =510, nenubar =of f, di rect ori es=of f, t ool bar=0f f' ) ;

</script>

2. Now close and save this template and go into 'Advanced | Define Custom Properties'.
Create a new custom property called 'URL'.

Custom Properties ﬂll

Froperty Tupe Custorn Property Name
ACTSTOWADTH  |Integer  |ACTSTOWIDTH

ACTCSSFONTF... [Test  |ACTCSSFOMTRAMILY
URL Test  |URL

RARARARARARARARARARAEZ RARAE

Ok I Cancel |

3. Now open up 'Act_ProductLine.html' (or whatever product layout template(s) you are
using) and replace

NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTI MAGE
with

<A
HREF="j avascri pt : popUp(' CUSTOWAR: URL' ) " >NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCT| MAGE</ A>

You can now go into each of your products (or sections) and specify a value for 'URL' as
follows:

1. Double click a product or section.

2.  Within the Advanced view, click on 'Properties' and click the '+' symbol to specify a
new variable value.
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Now select 'URL' from the drop-down menu, and enter a value as follows:

* For another web site, enter the complete URL. i.e.
http:/ /www.mysite.com/index.html

*  For another HTML page that is held locally, ensure the file within your site folder
(normally called 'Sitel') and then enter the name of it in the 'value' field and click
on the 'File Name' check box.

* For an image file, in the value field, enter the filename (i.e. test.jpg) and then click
on the 'File Name' check box.

Genelall Prnmptsl F’licesl Stock I Ertended Information  Properties |Eﬂmpnnants|
+] Froperty [ Value [ Custorn Property Name | Searchable [ Use as CUSTOMVAR [ Fil
e {urL bt actiic.coks |URL |
)
5|
l=t
Lt
Lt
5|
[
K1 | 2l

Note: If you do not want to use product images, then simple replace

'NETQUOTEVAR: PRCDUCTI MAGE' in popup.txt with 'Click Here' or similar text. You will still
need to insert the code into Act_ProductLine.html, but do not replace

NETQUOTEVAR: PRODUCTI MAGE. You could even define a new custom property called
something like 'Clickable Text' to define different clickable text for each product.
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Deploying Your Work

Once you have created a site, you may need to deploy your work onto a client's premises
for them to take over the maintenance of the store. Actinic Developer has a 'Deploy Site

Snapshot' facility to help you with this.

The first thing you need to consider is what Actinic Ecommerce program your client will
need in order for them to run the Actinic store.

* If your client will simply be downloading and processing the orders from the
store, and you will maintain control over uploading the store, then they will

require Actinic Order Manager.

» If your client will be adding products and sections, and making price changes, as
well as processing orders, then they will need Actinic Catalog.

» If your client will be maintaining customer accounts and price schedules, using the
external linking feature or using Actinic Link to transfer order details then they

will need Actinic Business.

Once you have established this then you will need to create a site file. To do this, go to

'Developer | Deploy Site Snapshot...'

Actinic Developer - Deploying a Site

the cument site.

created.

end of the process.

Press 'Mext' to proceed.

The wizard will guide you through exporting

“ou will be asked to select or create a fils for
the export and the site export file will then be

Any ermors of warnings will be displayed at the

21

< Back

Cancel I

Click 'Next >' to continue, and then 'Next >' again once you have read the text in this panel.

50
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Actinic Developer - Deploying a Site 21xl

Fleaze enter the site expart file name.

=815 Files'Actinic E commerc

Browse |

< Back I Mest » I Cancel I

This is where you specify where you want the site snapshot (basically a zip file with an
extension of *.acd) to be created. The default location is the 'SiteBackups' folder but you
can click 'Browse...' to select an alternative location. Click 'Next >' when you are ready to
continue.

Actinic Developer - Deploying a Site Bl

Signature:

Deployment Options:
Dvenwnite Al Orders in Tanget Installation

Enable in Target Installation: - Catalog M aintenance
- Order Proceszing

- Design Changes

U B B |

- Metwork Setup

< Back I Mest > I Cancel |

This is where you set up whether you want to transfer order details with the deployed site,
and also whether you want to disable any features in the target installation. For instance, if
you do not want a client changing any aspects of the design then un-tick 'Design Changes'.
You can also enter a signature that will be shown to clients as the site file is imported.

Click 'Next >' when you are ready to continue and then 'Next >' again to begin the creating
the site snapshot.

This file can now be transferred to a customers PC where Actinic Ecommerce is installed,
and then imported by going to 'File | Snapshot | Import Site'.
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Note: In order for this to work successfully, your client's copy of Actinic Ecommerce has to have
the same version number as the copy of Developer that provided the site file. You can check this by
going to 'Help | About...'

Creating Custom Themes

You can also save your design changes by going to 'Advanced | Custom Themes...' and
saving your work as a 'Custom Theme'. This will create your design as a theme in the
Theme Manager. You will have the option to associate the current colour scheme with the
theme, in order to always fix your design with the correct text colours etc.

Custom Themes: Theme Details:

L ayoiti Avthor:
B aziz: Layout10
Wersion: 1

Created in Developer Yersion:
E00000 ClBA

Save Site az Theme... |
LDelete Theme |
Import Themelz)... |
Export Theme(z]... |

Daone

Themes can also be exported and deployed as an *.acd file in the same way as a site

(above). To do this, click the 'Export Theme(s)...' button to launch the 'Export Themes'
wizard.

Although only Actinic Developer has the ability to export themes, themes can be imported
into Actinic Catalog and Actinic Business via 'Advanced | Custom Themes'.
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